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Silver gowns at the Oscars
By l\,4elanie Abrams
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Q ih-er is lot uuh t'xperienring a recent bounceback as a cotnmoditv, it is haring a fashion noncnt too. The
L) Hol\rrood A-list mav have their sights on a golden statnette at the S6th Oscars tomorrorv, blt it's the silver go1qr
that is likcl-v- to su'ecp thc:boarcl whel it comcs to red carpet winners.

Silver has beeu hoggiug the spotlight since the Goldeu Globcs kickecl ofT the arvards season with Naorni \{atts in a clingy
silvcr golm bl'Tom Ford. Cate Blauchctt sholc at thc Nerv York Film Critics Circle Arvarcls in an Antonio Berarcli silver
clress r'vith matching cropped iacket, and Taylor Swift rvon plar.rdits tbr her silvcr Gncci colulnn at the GrammJ.'s.

Rolaucl Mouret, rvho has drcsscil the likes of Sanclra Bullock in nretallic hues for the red carpet, says: "Cirema isn't
called the sih'er screen for nothing - silver makes people dream and evokes a sclse of rvealth. Thc pltry of light and
shadolv on the tnetal gives a 3D qualitl'to the bodl' that also heightens risibilitr, for Instagram ald other social ruedia."

Roberta tsenteler, founcler of ltlrury onlile retailer ,A.venue 32. niich sells diverse sih er pieccs, fror.n a clelicate Hnishan
Zhalg lace off-the-shonlder dress (original price Ir,455) to Lulu Guinness's silr.er Perupex lips clutch bag (f245), sa1's:
"There's a clesire for femininitl- again, like the old Hollwood glamour of Grace Kelly," soon to be celebrated itt Groce of
Mortaco, starring Nicole Kidnran.

Recclt tashion shou,s were packed with spotlight-grabbing sih.er. Giorgio Armani's Jannan'coutnre show rvas f1ll of
silver evening rvcar, rvith gouus and trouscr suits in cmbroidcred and bcad-embellished peu.ter silk, lookilg tike thel'
had been gentll-lit by moonlight.

For spriug/suurmer, Dior offered glittery strapless cocktail golr'ns n-ith a futuristic take ol the Nerv Look; Proelza
Scltouler shorved :r plezrted cr€pe dress with metallic strips (f r,985); Vionnet scn ed up an aslmmetric sih,er. mzrxi skirl;
and Albcr lllbaz created au as1'mmetric silver jumpsuit for Lanr in.

Szrint Lanrent silver bikeriackets (lg,zrS) arfter only one r.nonth online.

Nerv York jerveller Eddie Borgo, u.ho sculpts sih'er into spilg, architectural designs, ilclltling zigzag ri1gs, triaugllar
collars irncl hooh-latch euffs, sa\,s: "Wonel are becomiug mr)re open to experimentation, so those who might rot liave
rrorn silver five years ago u,ill do so today."

Arvay from tlte red carpet, perhaps the coolest wa)'to wear silr.er is duling the da1'. Katie Porver, a corporate la$]'er a1d
pafi-tinle Pilates ilistructor, says: "M1'silvery jlunper is solnething I throw on and rvear evcr-rm,here. DuriDg the day it's
uot overdressed rvhile, in the evening, it looks like I'r'e tttacle an ef1orl. It's mv rvav of bcing inraginative, becalsc I don't
wear prints or colour."

Nataliir Barbieri, co-founder of footrvear btand tsionda Castana, sals the look shoultl be kept sirnple: she rvears her clark
silver r.intarge leatherjacket to board tneetings with ieals ancl a 'I-shi11, or to parties over a slinky micli-lcngth dress.

High street chain Whistles is selling foil pleated skifis, cropped trouscrs aLrd strappl tups and a sih'cr rucksacli, all of
lvhich can be wom rvith casual pieces snch as jrunpers ancl flat shoes.

Baiba Grirse, a traYel consnltart, ad\ ocates silr.er at rvork events. "Silver nakes me stand out alcl feel rnore confiderit
than nsual, so I have conversations \{ith people I lvouldn't have nret othenvise," she says.

So is it u.orth investing ir silver? Ian Williams, ctief executive of Chafteris Treasury Portfolio Managers l,imited, lvhich
recently changed its precious uretals fitnd to 7o per cent silYer, sa)'s: "Silver is going to do much better fthal] gotd]
becaruse of its higher volatiliS in the bull market u'hich rve enr.isage. Tlie milts cal't nrahc silver coins first enough. "

As to lvhether the szrnte thinking applies to dresses, ivell this rveekelcl's glitterilg red carpet line-up lvill provide sonre
clrtes.


